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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

SUBMISSION FROM MEGAN DUNN 

In December 2019 mixed sex civil partnerships became legal in England and Wales. 
As a Scottish Citizen I am saddened that we have been left behind. At the moment 
only homosexual couples have the right to enter a civil partnership. As a heterosexual 
I feel that I should also have the right to enter a civil partnership. For me this is an 
argument about freedom of choice and equality. I am currently being discriminated 
against for being in a heterosexual relationship.  

For several years not me and my partner have been waiting for a time in which our 
relationship can be given the same legal protection and rights of homosexual civil 
partners and our married couples. Due to personal reasons I do not feel as though 
marriage is an option for me and I would undertake a civil partnership as soon as 
possible if It was available.  

Not having our relationship recognised legally has had an impact on my mental health 
in the last few years. I have chosen to spend the rest of my life with the man that I love 
and yet our love and commitment is not good enough to be recognised purely because 
I do not wish to get married. Society also does not recognise our commitment to each 
other because of this. When people ask me if I am married, I want to be able to 
confidently say no, but I am in a civil partnership.  

Myself and my partner do not yet have children. This is something we wish to change 
in the near future. It would mean the world to me to have our relationship recognised 
within a civil partnership before we bring our children into this world. Bringing in mixed 
sex civil partnerships would offer us the Rights of the Parent and Child (Scotland) Act 
of 1986, Family law (Scotland) act 1985 as well as the Children (Scotland) act of 1995. 

I urge the Scottish Government, to give all of its citizens the option to choose how their 
relationship is recognised. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this response. 

 

 


